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Easter, 2010
Preached:  April 4, 2010
1 Peter 1:3-9
Jesus’ resurrection means:

1. A new life for you
2. An inheritance in heaven

3. A shielding from spiritual harm

4. Trial-tested toughness
5. Inexpressible and glorious joy

Did you notice the last verse of the Gospel for today? When the women came running back from the empty tomb telling Jesus’ disciples what the angels had told them—that Jesus had risen from the dead—the disciples said, “Nonsense!” But then Peter ran out to the tomb. It says, “Bending over, he saw the strips of linen lying by themselves, and he went away, wondering to himself what had happened.” Peter just could not believe his ears and his eyes. What could have happened here? Jesus couldn’t have risen from the dead! The strips of linen that they had wrapped Jesus’ body in the previous Friday were lying there. Someone had rolled that enormous stone away from the cave-like tomb. Jesus’ body was gone. What could have happened?
We are always amazed at how slow Jesus’ disciples were to believe all the things that He said and did. They had seen Him raise three people from the dead during His three year ministry. No less than three times He had told them, “They will arrest me and crucify me. And on the third day I will rise from the dead.” Why were they so slow to believe Him? They had seen Him heal people, calm storms, walk on water. Was it that He had not done enough? Was it that He had ever failed to keep His word? Or was it simply the slowness of the human heart to believe?
It certainly is a different Peter who wrote the words of today’s sermon text. Oh, it was the same person all right. But He was at a different point in life when he wrote this opening of his first letter that is preserved in our Bibles. Thirty years had passed by this time—thirty years since he had gone to the tomb that morning, thirty years from when, later in the day, he actually saw Jesus alive again. No doubt many things had happened in those thirty years. Peter had grown in many ways. Because when he wrote this opening to his first inspired letter, Peter has it all figured out. He knew what Jesus’ resurrection meant for him and for those first readers of his letter and for you and me today. He very eloquently goes on describing what Jesus’ resurrection means for us. People have always marveled at this letter. They’ve wondered how could an uneducated fisherman from Galilee, a man who often stuck his foot in his mouth, have come up with such a polished piece of writing. We’re going to spend a few moments this Easter morning unlocking the meaning of Jesus’ resurrection as it was revealed to Peter here by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Peter starts by praising God. He says, “In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.” Jesus’ resurrection means a new beginning—a new life—for anyone who believes in Him. In the early Christian church, they would always baptize the new disciples of Jesus very early on Easter morning. They wanted to do it at that very moment when Jesus came alive again in the tomb. Baptism, the Bible says, is the way that we become connected to Jesus. Just as He died on the cross on Good Friday, so in baptism our sinful self is drowned. The original life that we are born with, the flawed life that got handed down from the first two sinners, Adam and Eve—it is drowned in baptism, and a new spirit begins to live in us on that day. Jesus’ resurrection means a new beginning. It means a new life. Even if your baptism took place five years ago—17 years ago—30 years ago—Easter always means a fresh start. Your new life didn’t start with anything you did. It started when Jesus rose from the dead. Your baptism simply plugs you into Jesus’ resurrection and gives you access to all the spiritual power that exists in Jesus.

It means an inheritance in heaven. Inheritance—that’s an interesting way to describe heaven. One of you recently told me that you had just gone to your investment broker. You’ve been setting aside a little money all the time for each of your grandchildren so that when they grow up (go to college or whatever), they’ll have something to get started with. You said to me you just felt kind of sick when he told you how much money your funds had lost. With this economy there are practically no investments that are secure. But notice the way Peter describes the inheritance that you have because Jesus rose from the dead:  “and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade—kept in heaven for you.” Heaven is a perfect place where there is no sickness, pain or death. That’s the kind of inheritance to give your children. Sell everything you have, if that’s what it takes, to make sure that your children get this inheritance. Get rid of every other diversion and pastime that could put you in danger of losing this inheritance yourself. Jesus’ resurrection means that you have an inheritance in heaven.
But what about the meantime? What about the time between now and when you will enter heaven? Peter’s got something wonderful to tell you about that too. (V. 5) “Who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time.” God has a huge shield over you. Did you realize that? It’s an invisible force field that the devil cannot penetrate. It’s your faith—the most wonderful gift that God has given you. The devil cannot do any real damage to anyone who has faith in Jesus.
Oh, bad things can happen to you. But when they do happen, God has a purpose for allowing them to happen. Peter says (v. 6), “In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. These have come so that your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.” When they dig gold out of the ground, it always has impurities in it—other substances that are mixed in. So gold miners have a process called refining which heats up the gold. They put it in the fire, and all the other substances are melted out of it. The gold gets melted into a liquid that they separate out, and when it cools, they have a chunk of pure gold worth over $1,100 per ounce.
Peter says faith is your gold. It’s an absolutely precious commodity. But it can’t be purified unless it goes through the fire. Faith does not grow unless it is challenged. While we are in this intermediate state between hell and heaven, we must go through trials. We’re subjected to bullies, money problems, sickness, fear of death. Otherwise, how would we ever know and appreciate what Jesus went through for us? How else would we ever grasp the suffering that He endured to pay the punishment for our sins? How would we ever appreciate the fact that He entered into death itself to release us from death? How would we ever learn to value the fact that there is a better life—an eternal life—for us after this troubled existence. Jesus’ resurrection means a trial-tested toughness for us. That too is a wonderful gift from God. He doesn’t want us going through this life as weaklings. That would be no good for us.
But Peter ends with perhaps the best gift (v. 8). “Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy.” A Christian is a joyful person. You can’t even express it. It’s unexplainable. But because Jesus did not end up dead, but alive—because He reversed the natural order of things in this dying world—the Christian is always an optimist. Nothing ends in failure for a follower of Jesus. With Jesus in your life, the future is always bright. There will always be a better time coming for you than the time you’re currently experiencing. And this perfect future for you—it’s eternal! So what other attitude could you have? No matter what your circumstances—Jesus lives. And because He rose, you will live too! This is the meaning of Easter. May you grasp it today! Don’t be like Peter on that first Easter, looking into the tomb and shaking your head like you don’t understand what happened there! Today means the beginning of a new life! Jesus is risen. Everything is positive. Be like the Peter in the Second Lesson—the trial-tested, tough Peter, the Peter for whom life is new and fresh, the Peter with the absolutely certain inheritance of gold in heaven, the Peter with an inexpressible and glorious joy. That’s what Jesus’ resurrection means for you.  Amen.
